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Course Obijectives

Within the context of this Thematic Unit, students will become aware of the
fact that school psychologists should follow a systematic way when
conducting the assessment process, bearing in mind the ethical principles of
measuring and evaluating children with developmental, learning and special
needs and difficulties. According to laws in force in different countries, any
pupil suspected of having a special need should be assessed by a multi-
disciplinary team of specialists in order to identify their difficulties.

This Thematic Unit is required, and aims to highlight the fact that
assessment is one of the main dimensions of the role of the school
psychologist. This thematic unit aims to develop in students the necessary
knowledge and skills so that they are able to understand and carry out with
sensitivity and success assessment methods, in order to recognize the
needs of children, but also to develop their skills.

Therefore, the ultimate goal of the course is to equip students with a deep
knowledge of the importance of the assessment process in school
psychology. School psychologists, by conducting valid and reliable
assessments, can play an important role in the whole supportive process,
always with respect to the particularities of each child.

Learning outcomes
of the course unit:

Learning Outcomes

After the completion of the course, students should be able to:

» Describe and explain the concept, content and role of assessment in
school psychology.

* Analyze and compare the types and methods of assessment used in
school psychology.

» Describe, explain and select ways to assess cognitive function and
adaptive behavior.




Explain and select assessment methods for students with specific
learning  difficulties and  for  students  with  attention
deficit/hyperactivity disorder.

Describe the forms of assessment of emotional and behavioral
disorders, as well as of autism spectrum disorders.

Describe ways to assess communication disorders.

Document choices related to ways of assessing children.

Evaluate the role of the school psychologist in the assessment of
children and the forms of cooperation among the specialists
involved.

Develop critical thinking and use scientific reasoning to evaluate
different assessment methods for different cases.

Apply assessment methods and write a psychological report
consisting of specific elements.

Apply the acquired knowledge regarding assessment in school
psychology and contribute in a crucial way to the whole supportive
process.
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Course contents:

The main course contents are the following:

1.

ok

2 O®NO

Introduction to the Assessment in School Psychology: The basic
concepts, the content and the role of assessment in School
Psychology.

Types and methods of assessment, formal and informal assessment.
The role of the school psychologist in the assessment of children.
Forms of cooperation between the specialists involved.
Assessment of cognitive function and adaptive behaviour.

Forms of assessment of learning abilities and specific learning
difficulties.

Assessment of children with attention deficit/hyperactivity disorder.
Forms of assessment of emotional and behavioral disorders.
Assessment of autism spectrum disorders.

Assessment of communication disorders.

. Issues of multiculturalism, ethnocultural diversity, and multilingualism

in the assessment of children.

. Assessment results and psychological assessment report writing.
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activities and Annotated Power-Point Presentations. Interactive Presentations.

teaching methods: On-Line Discussion Forums and Zoom Meetings.

Assessment . Interactive Online Discussion - Discussion Forum: 2,5%
methods and . Assignment 1: Literature Review 15%
criteria: . Interactive Online Discussion - Discussion Forum: 2,5%
. Interactive Online Discussion - Discussion Forum: 2,5%
. Assignment 2: Child Assessment and Assessment Report: 25%
. Interactive Online Discussion - Discussion Forum: 2,5%
. Final Exam: 50%
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