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Course Objectives

The Practical Placement takes place in School Units (such as general schools,
special education units, and others), in Diagnostic Units of Mental Health,
Counseling Centers, Evaluation Centers, Counseling,
psychological/counseling services of municipalities, etc. The Practical
Placement is divided into two courses that can be offered simultaneously in
one semester of study.

The first part of the Practical Placement aims at familiarizing postgraduate
students with the system, structure, and operation of the school, as well as the
subsystems of the school unit and the school class. Students visit schools and
other structures related to their specialization.

The second part of the Practical Placement focuses on educating/sensitizing
students regarding the diagnosis, prevention, and counseling intervention for
learning difficulties, adaptation, and behavior of children, adolescents, and
vulnerable social groups. It also addresses the challenges of intercultural
understanding and functional coexistence within the diversity of the student
population and the broader social context. The objectives are also adapted,
considering the education of educators and their future roles in school settings
according to their degree and aspirations.

The purpose of the Practical Placement is for students to observe the behavior
of students with disabilities and/or special educational needs, evaluate
students at an educational level, and design and implement educational
interventions and lessons, etc. This is achieved through the observation of
School Psychologists in real working conditions and the practice of




professional activities under supervision. Specifically, students are mentored
by a Psychologist specializing in School Psychology, and they also have an
academic supervisor, responsible for the Practical Placement, from the
University.

The activities carried out by students during their Practical Placement include
observation, lesson planning, educational interventions, etc., as defined by the
applicable legislation. Specifically, each postgraduate student has the
opportunity to engage with the daily educational reality and collaborate with
professionals in the field capable of imparting knowledge and experience.

Learning Outcomes

By the end of this course, students will be able to:

- Critically approach educational practices and support students with or
without disabilities and/or special educational needs.

- Gain experience regarding the social, economic, and technological
factors influencing educational processes, as well as actively participate
in them.

- Synthesize research data for the recording and implementation of good
educational practices.

- Identify and explain the structure and operation of special school
units/structures and the services they offer.

- Understand and actively support the rights of students.

- Design and implement psychoeducational intervention or prevention
programs.

- Critically evaluate methods, practices, and education policies.

Prerequisites

90 ECTS Co Subjects No

Workload

The distribution of time and workload for students during the completion of
the Practical Placement is calculated in hours as follows:
- Physical presence and implementation of the Practical Placement:
300 hours
- Participation in virtual meetings with the responsible academic
supervisor: 25 hours
- Study of educational material posted on the University's e-learning
platform: 25 hours
- Preparation of a semester-long work of 3,000 words: 25 hours
- Preparation and participation in assessment activities (quizzes) and
self-assessment exercises: 25 hours
- Writing daily Practical Placement summaries: 50 hours
- Writing observation protocols and lesson plans: 50 hours

Course Content

Practical Placement is outlined as follows:

1. Physical presence and implementation of the Practical Placement:
Minimum 300 hours, involving observation, planning, participation in
assessment, and intervention.

2. Study of educational material on the University's e-learning platform:
Including guidelines for the Practical Placement, good educational
practices, material for acquiring soft skills, and additional bibliography to
support the process.

3. Participation in virtual meetings with academic supervisors: Reflection on
processes, addressing queries, discussing concerns, and preparing for
effective performance in real conditions.

4. Preparation of a semester-long work of 3,000 words: In-depth preparation
of a substantial written assignment.




5. Preparation and participation in assessment quizzes: Assessing
theoretical background and readiness based on posted educational
material.

6. Participation in self-assessment exercises: Optional exercises to
familiarize students with self-assessment processes and check their
understanding of the Practical Placement process.

7. Writing daily Practical Placement summaries: Compulsory daily
summaries with a free analysis of activities and completion of a specific
observation table covering pedagogical practices in each developmental
area.

Bibliography

The proposed bibliography is prepared every six months by the Practical
Placement Coordinator in collaboration with the supervisors.
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Assesment

After continuous supervision and assessment throughout the academic
semester, the academic supervisors, responsible for the Practical Placement,
gather the Practical Placement book. This book includes attendance records
and various activities. Students are required to submit observation protocols
and detailed daily Practical Placement summaries. Additionally, an evaluation
form of the process is completed by the School Psychologist mentor, and the
Director of the School Unit or structure may be invited to observe if they wish.

Each supervisor assesses the aforementioned activities and grades each
student as either "SUCCESSFULLY" or "UNSUCCESSFULLY," providing the
corresponding rating.

More specifically:
« Regular monitoring and structure suggestion: 20%
* Analytical Daily Practical Placement Summary: 30%

» Observation protocols of students: 30%
+ Design: 20%

Language

Greek




