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Course Purpose
and Objectives

The course will include an analysis of a number of contemporary social
problems that are strongly present and that affect society, despite the
enormous scientific and technological progress of the last decades.

The course therefore also focuses on forms of diversity, risks of poverty or
social exclusion, and identifying vulnerable groups, particularly in Europe and
Cyprus. In addition, the aim is to develop skills and awareness to support
vulnerable groups and families (such as the poor, unemployed, low-income
groups, refugees, migrants, etc.).

Learning
Outcomes

By the end of the course students must be able to:
* Describe the current social processes

« Explain the dimensions of multiculturalism in the context of modern
societies.

» Explain of forms of diversity, risks of poverty and social exclusion and
identify vulnerable groups.

* Implement of critical approach to the effectiveness of policies and programs
to prevent and tackle social exclusion.

« Distinguish the specificities of Cyprus in relation to multiculturalism, ethnic
and minority groups.




» Implement dexterity and awareness for the co-operation and support of
vulnerable groups and families (such as the poor, unemployed, low-income
strata, immigrants, etc.).

* Organise and develop intervention programs in education and the
community, to promote social cohesion.

+ Act as mediators between different groups.

» Contribute to the implementation of intercultural policies (in school and
beyond)

Prerequisites

None Required None

Course Content

* Identity, diversity and community in contemporary societies
* Modern social processes and crises, social problems

+ Basic approaches and policies for socio-economic policy and effects on
the phenomenon of social exclusion.

* Interpretations on social cohesion. The processes of social inclusion,
social integration and social exclusion.

* Analysis of factors and causes that “create” diversity.
» Modern forms of diversity. The "political construction" of vulnerable groups.

* Modern economic, social and political developments, inequality, poverty
and social exclusion, and multilevel effects, particularly in vulnerable groups.

+ Migration, the refugee problem and its modern dimensions.

* Interpretation of cultural diversity. Theories of cultural dominance. Forms of
intolerance of cultural differences and modern interpretation of racist
behaviour.

» The consequences for society - cultural differences in tolerance and
coping with diversity. The Cypriot and international experience.

* The peculiarities of Cyprus in relation to multiculturalism, ethnicity and
minority groups.

* Programs to tackle social exclusion, inclusion, integration and reintegration
programs for vulnerable and / or dormant groups.

* Vulnerable groups and the Church. Modern forms of intervention.
* Social inequality at school and its treatment.

» + The institutional and legal framework for the protection, employment
and integration of migrants in CyprusThe development of intercultural
competence and the interconnection with the Council’s Reference
Framework of Competences for Democratic Culture (RFCDC)

Teaching
Methodology

The course is taught by distance learning. Through lectures, study and
homework, it encourages and facilitates the understanding and exploration of




the topics covered. In addition, through self-assessment exercises, it
stimulates and encourages homework, provides motivation for further study
and contributes to the development of critical thinking. Interactive activities
are carried out, as well as assignments based on the elaboration of theoretical
issues and their connection with social reality, and also on the basis of
students' work experience.
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Assessment

e Weekly Educational Activities (20 %)
e Individual Assignment 1 (10 %)
e Individual Assignment 2 (20%)

e Final Examination (50 %)

Language

Greek




